Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.050; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.0.
In the title complex, [Cu(C 12 H 7 BrClN 2 O) 2 ], the Cu II center is tetracoordinated by two phenolate O and two azomethine N atoms from two independent bidentate 4-bromo-2-[(2-chloro-3-pyridyl)iminomethyl]phenolate (L) ligands. In the crystal structure, the Cu II atom has a distorted square-planar coordination environment. The interplanar dihedral angles between the benzene and pyridine rings in the individual ligands are 63.83 (4) and 54.43 (3) , indicating the pyridine ring to have considerably weaker steric hindrance.
Related literature
For the applications of phenoxyimines, see : John et al. (2007) . For the structures of salen-type bisoxime complexes, see: Dong et al. (2009a,b) . Due to their chelating ability and positive redox potential, many copper(II) complexes are biologically active, see: Karmaka et al. (2007) . For the preparation of (E)-[4-bromo-2-((2-chloropyridin-3-ylimino)-methyl)]phenol, see: Dong et al. (2009c) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
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Comment
Phenoxy-imines are a versatile class of ligands that display a truly impressive range of diverse applications spanning from bioinorganic chemistry to coordination chemistry, chemical catalysis, and materials related applications (John et al., 2007) .
Due to their chelating ability and positive redox potential many copper(II) complexes are generally biologically active (Karmaka et al., 2007) . As part of our ongoing research into the complexes between transition metals and phenoxy-imine ligands, we report here the synthesis and crystal structures of the title complex, bis{(E)-[4-bromo-2-((2-chloropyridin-3-ylimino)methyl-κN)] phenolato-κO 1 }copper(II) (Fig. 1 ).
In the asymmetric molecule unit of the title complex, the Cu II center is tetracoordinated by two phenolic O and two azomethine N atoms from two ligand (L -) units and has a distorted square-planar coordination environment, which is similar to the salen-type bisoxime complexes (Dong et al., 2009a , Dong et al., 2009b . It was observed that all bond lengths are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) .
The interplane dihedral angles are found to be as follows: 63.83° between the phenyl ring (C2-C7) and pyridyl ring (N1/C8-C12), 54.43° between phenyl ring (C14-C19) and pyridyl ring (N3/C20-C24), indicating the pyridine ring having a considerable weaker steric hindrance. Besides, the dihedral angle between the coordination plane of O1-Cu1-N2
and O2-Cu1-N4 is 27.72 (3)°, indicating slight distortion toward tetrahedral geometry from the square planar structure.
Experimental (E)-[4-Bromo-2-((2-chloropyridin-3-ylimino)methyl)]phenol(HL) was prepared according to previously reported procedure (Dong et al., 2009c) . A blue solution of copper(II) acetate monohydrate (2.6 mg, 0.0013 mmol) in methanol (2 ml) was added dropwise to a pale-yellow solution of HL (8.1 mg, 0.0026 mmol) in methanol (4 ml) at room temperature. The color of the mixing solution turned to yellow immediately, then turned to brown slowly and allowed to stand at room temperature for several days. With evaporation of the solvent, dark-brown needle-like single crystals suitable for X-ray crystallographic analysis were obtained. IR: ν C=N, 1600 cm 
Refinement
Non-H atoms were refined anisotropically. H atoms were treated as riding atoms with distances C-H = 0.93 Å (CH), and U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) and 1.5 U eq (O).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title complex with atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids for non-hydrogen atoms are drawn at the 30% probability level.
